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1985 is the fifth anniversary of the creation 
of the National Advisory Council on Aging. 
To mark the occasion, the Council decided to 
publish a summary of its activities. These 
have been five years during which discus- 
sions, consultations, policy decisions and rec- 
ommendations have evolved into action. 


The Council’s activities reflect a philosophy 
developed through consultations with Cana- 
dian non-governmental organizations: seniors 
must constitute a functional, useful and inte- 
gral part of Canadian society; seniors must be 
consulted when policies and programs affect- 
ing them are being formulated; independence, 
with security, is the best means of guarantee- 
ing the well-being of the elderly. 


In line with these principles, NACA has 
promoted a positive image of aging and has 
increased the visibility of seniors by encour- 
aging their participation in the decision- 
making process. In part, this has resulted in 
greater public awareness and increased posi- 
tive media coverage for seniors’ concerns. 


The Council could never have performed its 
role without the support of seniors and their 
associations, professionals, decision makers, 
and organizations concerned with aging. All 
were invaluable resources in the Non-govern- 
mental Organizations National Seminar on 
Aging, the ‘‘Listen to Me!” sessions, and the 
consultation on community support services. 


& 


RS 


@& 
~e 


Finally, I want to make special mention of 
the dedication and willingness of NACA 
members since its inception, as well as the ex- 
cellent support provided by the Secretariat. 


Yhetta Gold 

President 

National Advisory 
Council on Aging 
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Established May 1, 1980 by a federal Or- 
der-in-Council, NACA is mandated to assist 
and advise the Minister of National Health 
and Welfare on all matters related to aging. 
The Council stimulates public discussion on 
aging and liaises with other organizations 
sharing its interests. Finally, NACA publishes 
and disseminates information on aging. 


NACA has 18 members, appointed from 
across Canada for two- or three-year terms. 
Appointments are renewable. The Council 
meets at least twice a year, and its working 
committees meet more often. Committees 
were created to work in four priority areas: in- 
come, health, housing, and communication 
and education. 


In the area of health, the Council ad- 
dresses the maintenance of universal hospital 
and health insurance programs, self-care and 
health promotion, community support serv- 
ices, home care, ethics and palliative care. 


With respect to income, NACA is examin- 
ing improved pension plans and income secu- 
rity programs for older women, improved pri- 
vate plans and inflation protection, and 
analyzing the actual cost of living of the el- 
derly and the impact of this group on the 
overall economy. 


In the area of housing, the main issue is 
the availability of a broad range of options. In 
addition the Council has addressed the need 
for improved design and security standards. 


Communication and education priorities 
are the promotion of a positive image of ag- 
ing, better retirement planning and training 
programs for seniors. 


The first three sections of this document 
offer a chronology of NACA’s activities ac- 
cording to the functions identified in its man- 
date. These are to assist and advise the Minis- 
ter; to stimulate public discussion and liaise 
with the relevant organizations; and to pub- 
lish and disseminate information. The fourth 
section describes current Council activities 
that will extend beyond its fifth anniversary 
year. 


To assist and advise the Minister of National 
Health and Welfare on all matters related to 
aging, NACA initially focused on identifying 
the priorities of concern to seniors and trans- 
mitting recommendations to Canadians and to 
the World Assembly on Aging. The Council 
then developed and presented its position on 
various timely issues, particularly in the areas 
of income, health, housing and communica- 
tions and education. Fulfilling this part of 
NACA’s mandate means keeping the needs 
and problems of older people under review 
and making recommendations for remedial 
action. 


Priorities and Recommendations 


March 1981 — NACA issued a press release 
supporting universal medical care and endors- 
ing the stand taken by the Canadian Medical 
Association that senior citizens should not be 
subject to extra-billing by physicians. 

(Action Taken as Recommended) 


October 1981 — In its first report, Priorities for 
Action, NACA identified the following priori- 
ties: changing the public’s perception of sen- 
iors; providing seniors with learning oppor- 
tunities; co-ordinating and improving social 
and health facilities and services for seniors; 
and defining the needs related to retirement. 


October 1981-February 1982 — World 
Assembly on Aging 

In preparation for the World Assembly on Aging, 
held in Vienna in August 1982, the Minister of Na- 
tional Health and Welfare asked NACA to prepare 
the position of Canada’s non-governmental organi- 
zations (NGOs). Consultations were held with sen- 
iors’ associations throughout the country in the fall 
of 1981, and the NGO National Seminar on Aging 
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in the spring of 1982 led to the Canadian Non- 
governmental Organizations Report on Ag- 
ing. This set out the positions presented by NACA 
and the NGOs in Vienna, focusing on the following 
themes: seniors and government, access to social 
and health services, flexible retirement, improved 
pension plans, more accessible transportation, bet- 
ter opportunities for learning, increased recrea- 
tional activities for seniors, a more positive image of 
aging, more active involvement by seniors in re- 
search, and spirituality. 


September 1982 — A brief was presented to the 
Commission of Inquiry into Part-Time Work 
dealing with training opportunities for seniors 
and the elimination of mandatory retirement. 
(Some Action Taken) 


June—October 1983 — A preliminary report on 
mandatory retirement was prepared and a 
submission was made to the House of Com- 
mons Special Committee on Pension Reform. 
The submission stated the requirements of the 
current old and the future old and pointed to 
the need for pension choices for homemakers 
and part-time workers. 

(Some Action Taken) 


July 1983 — The Council advised the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Health, 
Welfare and Social Affairs against legalizing 
heroin. 

(Action Not Taken as Recommended) 


December 1984 — A message protesting the 
decision to cancel the 1986 Census was sent to 
the Ministers of Finance and Supply & 
Services. 

(Action Taken as Recommended) 


February 1985 - NACA commended the Min- 
ister of National Health and Welfare for ex- 
tending the Spouse’s Allowance to widows 
and widowers aged 60 to 64 and proposed 
that a similar benefit be provided to all low- 
income individuals in this age group. 

(No Action Taken) 


March—October 1985 — Maximizing Housing 
Choices 

Within the framework of the consultation 
launched by the Minister responsible for the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC), 
NACA made a submission entitled Maximizing 
Choices: A Housing Policy for Canadians, 
which emphasized the need for affordable housing 
options for older Canadians. 


The Council expressed its concern that seniors’ 
needs were ignored at the housing ministers’ con- 
ference in Calgary in July and deplored the limited 
choice of affordable housing for vulnerable 
consumers. 


A number of NACA’s recommendations were in- 
corporated in A National Direction for Housing 
Solutions issued by the Minister responsible for 
CEG. 

(Some Action Taken) 


March 1985 — NACA sent a statement on train- 
ing of the elderly to the Minister of Employ- 
ment and Immigration recommending that 
federal training programs be designed to meet 
the particular needs of older workers and that 
skill development programs be made available 
to assist older Canadians wishing to make ma- 
jor career changes. 

(No Action Taken) 


March 1985 — In its submission to the Stand- 
ing Committee on Health, Welfare and Social 
Affairs, An Improved Retirement Income System 
for Canadians, NACA recommended action to 
correct the inequities of the tax system and to 
provide access to a pension plan to all workers 
over the age of 25. 

(Some Action Taken) 


April 1985 — A submission on a flexible retire- 
ment age was made to the Minister of Justice, 
followed by a presentation to the Special Com- 
mittee on Equality Rights concerning discrimi- 
nation based on age and the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. 

(Action Taken) 


May-June 1985 — Federal Budget 1985 

NACA made submissions to the Prime Minister, 
the Minister of National Health and Welfare and 
the Minister of Finance demanding the reinstate- 
ment of full indexing of Old Age Security. The 
Council then informed seniors about these submis- 
sions and encouraged them to make their views 
known on the issue. After the budget was presented 
in June, the Council made another submission to 
the same Ministers to report on the views of seniors 
and to urge once again that full indexing of OAS be 
reinstated. 
(Action Taken as Recommended) 


May 1985 — NACA protested to the Secretary 
of State concerning the cancellation of the Sec- 
ond Canadian Conference on Educational Op- 
portunities for Seniors at Colleges and 
Universities. 

(No Action Taken) 


May 1985 — A statement was sent to the Minis- 
ter of Consumer and Corporate Affairs de- 
manding no increase in the cost of generic 
drugs for seniors. 

(Action Pending) 


August 1985 — A submission was made to the 
Chairman of the House of Commons Sub- 
committee on the Canadian National Railways 
Pension System, followed by a presentation in 
October 1985 proposing better protection of 
pensions. 

(Action Pending) 


September 1985 — A proposal requesting re- 
view of the liquid assets limits under the 
Canada Assistance Plan was sent to the Minis- 
ter of National Health and Welfare. 

(No Action Required at Federal Level) 


‘In a society obsessed with youth, it’s refresh- 
ing that the National Advisory Council on Ag- 
ing is putting a positive light on the lifestyle of 
Canadian seniors ... The Council serves all 
Canadians best by seeking to correct society’s 
misconceptions about aging.” 


Edmonton Journal 
June 3, 1985 


‘Some people in the past considered aging as 
disease; some today consider it as a problem. 
The National Advisory Council on Aging 
want people of the future to consider aging as 
normal.” 


Mary Ready 
Charlottetown 
Guardian 
June 11, 1985 


To stimulate public discussion on aging, the 
Council has actively sought the creation of a 
network of communication and consultation 
with seniors, their associations, and groups 
involved in aging or representing the aged. In 
the course of various consultations at the fed- 
eral level, the Council has made its views 
known to seniors and encouraged them to 
take part in the political process. Council 
members were participants in panel discus- 
sions, advisory committees and conferences at 
the national and international level. Finally, 
NACA acted as consultant to a number of 
public and private bodies. 


Liaison and Consultation Activities 


November 1981—August 1982 — Consultations 
with Non-governmental Organizations 


From November 1981 to January 1982, the 
Council undertook country-wide consultations, 
meeting with over 2,182 individuals interested in 
aging, including members of several seniors’ associ- 
ations. In February 1982, the Council organized 
the NGO National Seminar on Aging, bringing to- 
gether more than 100 representatives of seniors, 
specialists, and national, provincial, regional and 
local organizations concerned with and working for 
the well-being of seniors. The views exchanged were 
reflected in the Canadian Non-Governmental 
Organizations Report on Aging. NACA subse- 
quently acted as spokesperson at the NGO forum in 
Vienna in March 1982 and the World Assembly on 
Aging in August of the same year. 


October 1982 — At the Canadian Mental 
Health Association Conference on Mental 
Health and the Elderly, NACA’s Chairperson 
and Council members chaired a number of 
sessions. 


November 1982 — The Council took part in the 
advisory committee and the planning commit- 
tee preparing for the Third National Confer- 
ence on Fitness in the Third Age. The Chair- 
person of NACA was a speaker at the closing 
session. 


December 1982 — The Chairperson co-chaired 
the Committee of NGOs in preparation for the 
Second Canadian Conference on Aging. 


October 1983 — At the Second Canadian Con- 
ference on Aging, the Council took part in the 
NGO Planning Committee and participated in 
several workshops. 


June 1984 — NACA had representatives on the 
panel on the Traffic Environment and the 
Older Driver at the 16th Annual Conference of 
the Canada Safety Council. 


June-July 1984 — Federal Election Campaign 
NACA encouraged seniors and their associations to 
take an active part in the federal election campaign 
in the summer of 1984. A letter from NACA went 
out to each national political party leader to deter- 
mine their positions and the parties’ commitments 
on issues specifically affecting seniors. NACA also 
monitored the Women’s Debate organized by the 
National Action Committee on the Status of 
Women to determine the position of the national 
party leaders on older women. Throughout the en- 
tire campaign, NACA kept seniors informed on all 
developments and encouraged them to remind their 
Member of Parliament of his or her commitments 
after the election. 


September 1984 — A seminar on future options 
in housing for seniors was organized with the 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
(CMHC). 


November—December 1984 — “Listen to Me!” 
Consultations 

“Listen to Me!” is a program of consultation with 
Canada’s seniors and their associations, aimed at 
informing them about the decision-making process 
and encouraging them to participate in tt. During 
the fall of 1984, NACA organized seminars with 
seniors, professionals and representatives of the 
public and private sectors in Vancouver, Saskatoon, 
Toronto, Montreal and Fredericton. 


Seniors responded enthusiastically and demon- 
strated their willingness to involve themselves in a 
significant way in decisions that affect them and all 
Canadians. The President of NACA was also in- 
vited to speak to many seniors’ associations that 
were not able to participate in the “Listen to Me!” 
meetings to explain how it worked. 


February 1985 — Federal Government 
Consultation Papers 

In early 1985 the federal government published a 
number of consultation papers: the Consultation 
Paper on Child and Elderly Benefits, the Con- 
sultation Paper on Housing, the Consultation 
Paper: Training and Equality Issues in Federal 
Law: A Discussion Paper. NACA made represen- 
tations and informed seniors and their associations 
about the consultations under way, as well as its 
position on the issues. It also encouraged them to 
make representations to the federal ministers 
concerned. 


May 1985 — Federal Budget 

NACA informed seniors of the contents of its letters 
to the Ministers of National Health and Welfare 
and Finance to protest the partial de-indexation of 
pensions and encouraged seniors to make their 
views known. 


Consultation Activities 


NACA took part in various advisory com- 
mittees, including one in 1985 on the hospital 
of the future (with the Canadian Hospital As- 
sociation and a number of national associa- 
tions in the field of health), one in 1984 on 
transporting the disabled (with Transport 
Canada) and one in 1983 on fire safety in 
homes for the aged (with the National Re- 
search Council). 


The Council has acted as a consultant to a 
number of bodies in the public and private 
sectors. NACA has evaluated research projects 
on aging for the Health Promotion, National 
Welfare Grants and Extramural Research Pro- 
grams of Health and Welfare Canada. The 
Council also advised the Samuel and Saidye 
Bronfman Family Foundation on a project in- 
volving a network of seniors across Canada. 
Representatives of the Council attended meet- 
ings with seniors’ groups to discuss the “One 
Voice of Seniors in Canada” concept. 


Activities at the International Level 


NACA knows there is much to be learned 
by attending and participating in meetings 
and conferences at the international level. The 
Council also believes it can contribute a Cana- 
dian viewpoint at these meetings. NACA has 
identified as an objective the need to promote 
the participation of seniors and seniors’ 
groups in international bodies and agencies 
such as the World Health Organization 
(WHO), the International Labor Organization 
(ILO) and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESGGy: 


May 1981 — The Chairperson of NACA was 
the guest speaker at the 10th International 
Senior Citizens Association Congress in 
Toronto. 


June 1981 — The Council participated in the 
North American Planning Committee meeting 
with national non-governmental organizations 
to consider the main issues to be addressed at 
the World Assembly on Aging, Washington, 
BRE: 


July 1981 - NACA members participated in 
the XIIth International Congress of Gerontol- 
ogy, Hamburg, West Germany. 


March 1982 — NACA participated in the Inter- 
national Non-Governmental Organizations 
Forum in Vienna, Austria, in preparation for 
the World Assembly on Aging. 


August 1982 — The Council was part of the Ca- 
nadian delegation to the World Assembly on 
Aging in Vienna, where it represented the 
point of view of non-governmental organiza- 
tions. NACA also presented the Canadian Non- 
Governmental Organizations’ Report on Aging. 


June 1985 — At the Ralliement international 
francophone des ainés in Québec, organized by 
the Fédération internationale des associations de 
personnes agées, a Council representative spoke 
on the impact of the World Assembly on 
Aging. 


July 1985 — The Council chaired a round table 
on senior advocacy as a mechanism to affect 
government policy and political decisions at 
the XIIIth International Congress of Gerontol- 
ogy in New York. 


October 1985 — At a meeting convened by the 
United States National Council on the Aging 
in Washington, NACA participated in a dis- 
cussion to establish a collaborative group of 
non-governmental organizations to advise the 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 
on its programs for the elderly. 


November 1985 — NACA participated in a 
planning meeting in Sarasota, Florida for the 
Fourth International Conference on Mobility 
and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Per- 
sons to be held in Vancouver in July 1986. 


December 1985 — NACA was invited to a sym- 
posium on the Social and Built Environment 
in an Aging Society, sponsored by the Na- 
tional Research Council Institute of Medicine 
in Washington, D.C. 


“We greatly appreciate the representations of 
your Advisory Council to make seniors aware 
of the necessity to be active during their retire- 
ment years in participating in the social devel- 
opment in Canada.” 


Marcel Lapalme 
President, 

Quebec Association for 
the Defense of the 
Rights of Retired and 
Pre-retired Citizens 
July 1984 


‘Your program of ‘Listen to Me!” was of great 
interest to us. It sounds as though it might 
well be a vehicle by which our senior popula- 
tion would be stimulated to express them- 
selves and at the same time enhance their 
dignity.” 


Sister Baptista 
McDonald 
Coordinator, 
Antigonish 
Town & Country 
Home Care 
December 1984 


“NACA has therefore sensitized seniors to the 
advocacy strategy. This approach is on the 
way of becoming a more and more powerful 
tool for those who want to be active in 
politics.” 


Maurice Dussault 
Editor Vivre + 
Fédération des ainés 
francophones de 
l'Ontario 

September 1985 
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To publish and disseminate information on 
aging, NACA has established a reference 
centre, participated in research projects and 
distributed a number of publications. Mem- 
bers have taken part in press conferences and 
other media activities that have contributed to 
increasing the visibility of NACA and of sen- 
iors. The Council has used its communication 
capacity to promote an image of aging as a 
normal stage in human development. 


Reference Centre 


The Council set up a reference centre to re- 
spond to the many requests for information 
and to provide a resource for documentation 
and research. The centre contains studies, re- 
ports, bibliographies, journals and subject 
files on aging. 


Research 


Although NACA has not interpreted its role 
as being that of a research body, it is inter- 
ested in research on aging and has provided 
assistance in the development of research 
projects or surveys. 


For instance, meetings were organized with 
Statistics Canada to evaluate the importance of 
non-monetary sources of revenue on the life- 
styles of seniors. The Council has taken part 
in an ongoing project with the Creative Retire- 
ment Manitoba Inc. group to develop com- 
puter skills and utilization by seniors. The 
Council advised Statistics Canada and the 
Health Promotion Directorate of Health and 
Welfare Canada on a proposed national sur- 
vey of attitudes toward aging. 


Media Activities 


The Council has issued press releases and 
organized press conferences from time to time 
to announce its activities or make its position 
known on topical issues. 


Among the current issues addressed in 
press releases were pension reform, extra- 
billing, the Liberal Party leadership conven- 
tion, the federal election in the summer of 
1984, the spring 1985 federal budget, modifi- 
cations to the Pension Benefits Standards Act, 
and the discussion papers published by var- 
ious federal ministers in the winter of 1985. 


NACA has also expressed its concern to the 
various media when seniors were portrayed 
negatively. Among other things, the Council 
persuaded advertisers to remove inappro- 
priate commercials from television broadcasts. 


All these activities have contributed to in- 
creasing seniors’ and NACA’‘s visibility with 
the public. NACA regularly receives requests 
for interviews on radio and television, and a 
number of Canadian dailies and periodicals 
cover Council activities. 


Publications 


The Council publishes several types of doc- 
uments aimed at a variety of audiences: con- 
sultation papers, a Statistical report, writings, 
and Expression (a quarterly newsletter). These 
publications are in considerable demand, by 
teachers for use in courses, by seniors’ groups 
for use as reference documents, and by stu- 
dents of gerontology as an introduction to the 
field. 


ital 


Reports 


1981 — Priorities for Action: a report on the 
priority issues and recommendations relating 
to aging 


1981 — Aspects of Population Aging in Canada: a 
statistical report in collaboration with Statistics 
Canada 


1982 — The NGO Report on Aging: the result of 
consultations with Canadian NGOs and vol- 
unteer agencies 


1983 — Moving Ahead with Aging in Canada: an 
historical report on the 1982 World Assembly 
on Aging and Canada’s participation 


1985 — Toward a Community Support Policy for 
Canadians: a discussion paper on community 
support services 


Writings in gerontology 


1983 — The Economic Impact of Canada’s Retire- 
ment Income System: assesses the Economic 
Council of Canada’s report on the subject in 
relation to the current retirement income 
program 


1983 — Family Role and the Negotiation of Change 
for the Aged: an examination of the changes the 
aged must cope with and the role the family 
can play 


1983 — Aging: Live and Let Live: points out a va- 
riety of obstacles to seniors’ well-being 


1984 — Coping and Helping with Alzheimer’s Dis- 
ease: describes the needs of Alzheimer’s suffer- 
ers and their spouses, and what assistance 
family members and professionals can provide 
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Newsletter 


A quarterly newsletter, Expression examines 
various aspects of aging, identifying options, 
innovative projects and approaches. To date, 
topics have included the health of the native 
elderly, advocacy, housing, income, the image 
of the elderly, successful aging, transporta- 
tion, and the family. 


“Listen to Me!” documents 


1984 — Proceedings of the “Listen to Me!” sessions 
in Saskatoon, Fredericton, Montreal, Toronto 
and Vancouver 


1984 — Maximizing Choices — Shelter in the Years 
Ahead: a paper on issues and choices for older 
Canadians about shelter 


1985 — Seniors and Decision-Making: an analysis 
of the involvement of seniors in decision- 
making, based on the “Listen to Me!” sessions 


1985 — How to Organize a “Listen to Me!” meeting 
in your community: a document describing the 
process used in these meetings and providing 
detailed guidelines for organizing similar 
meetings in the community 


1985 — Evaluation of the ‘’Listen to Me!” program: 
a summary and technical report based on 
analysis of responses by participants 


Representations to government 


1982 — Presentation to the Commission of Inquiry 
into Part-Time Work: brief dealing with training 
opportunities for seniors and the elimination 
of mandatory retirement 


1985 — An Improved Retirement Income System for 
Canadians: a submission to the House of Com- 
mons Standing Committee on Health, Welfare 
and Social Affairs containing recommenda- 
tions about the tax system and the provision 
of private pension plans 


1985 — Maximizing Choices. A Housing Policy for 
Canadians: a submission to the Honourable Bill 
McKnight, Minister responsible for the 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, 
emphasizing the need for affordable housing 
options for older Canadians 


Newsletter “Expression” 


“Congratulations on “Expression’’. We are 
very pleased to see that many of our concerns 
and philosophies are explicitly expressed in 
the editorial of your newsletter. Also, there is 
abundance of information regarding the areas 
where activity is to be expected.” 


Janet McPhee, 
President 

Third Age Learning 
Associates, Ontario 
March 1984 


‘... In short, a positive view of aging but- 
tressed by statistics — not hiding the flip side 
of older people in dire straits but noting the 
sense of wellbeing of the great majority.” 


Globe and Mail 
June 1985 


“I was truly impressed with the quality... and 
congratulate you on a fine job.” 


Carolyn Rosenthal 
Department of 
Behavioural Science 
University of Toronto 
March 1986 
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During its fifth year of operations, NACA has 
undertaken projects that will continue beyond 
this anniversary year. 


Community Support Services 
Consultation 

NACA announced a strategy aimed at devel- 
oping a national policy on community support 
services. The Council distributed a discussion 
paper entitled Toward a Community Support Pol- 
icy for Canadians. Comments received were 
taken into account in NACA’s recommenda- 
tions to the Minister of National Health and 
Welfare. 


Federal Budget 1986 

In a submission to the Minister of Finance, 
NACA made recommendations on the 1986 
Federal Budget. The main recommendations 
addressed the protection of pension income 
against inflation, the availability of social pro- 
grams, access to a pension plan for all work- 
ers, reform of the tax system, and continua- 
tion of indexing of family allowances. 


The Hospital of the Future 

NACA is a member of the Task Force spear- 
headed by the Canadian Hospital Association 
to define and examine issues surrounding the 
future of hospital services. 


Housing an Aging Population 

In cooperation with the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation and the Canadian Hous- 
ing Design Council, NACA has established a 
Task Force to examine the issue of housing de- 
sign guidelines. The results of its work will be 
published in the fall of 1986. 
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Image of the Elderly 

NACA is working on a program called ImAge 
Action to promote a more accurate and realis- 
tic image of the elderly. This program will in- 
volve media monitoring, consultation with 
journalists, analysis of the image of aging and 
letters to the media to encourage accurate and 
positive portrayal of aging and the elderly. 


National Conference of Seniors 

In cooperation with the Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs and the Royal Canadian Legion, 
the Council is organizing a national confer- 
ence of seniors in the fall of 1986 to assure the 
participation of veterans in the development 
of services in their communities. 


Priorities for Action II 

This publication will reflect the Council’s posi- 
tion on a number of current issues that NACA 
considers priorities for the next three to five 
years. 


Privatization of the Health Care System 
NACA has made a presentation to the Minis- 
ter of National Health and Welfare opposing 
the transfer of responsibility for the manage- 
ment of the health care system from the gov- 
ernment to the private sector. 


Telephone Charges — CRTC Hearings 
NACA wrote to the Minister of Communica- 
tions on the implications of restructuring tele- 
phone rates for seniors. NACA also urged 
seniors and their organizations to make their 
views known to the Canadian Radio- 
Television and Telecommunications Commis- 
sion (CRTC), which will be holding public 
hearings on the matter. 


Presidents 


June 1980-April 1983 
Sylvia MCDONALD, Montreal, Quebec 


June 1983—April 1986 
Yhetta GOLD, Winnipeg, Manitoba 


Members 


May 1980-April 1984 

Chuck BAYLEY, Vancouver, British Columbia 
Patrice TARDIF, St-Méthode-de-Frontenac, 
Quebec 

Charles WALL, Sydney, Nova Scotia 


June 1980-April 1983 

Dr. Ronald BAYNE, Hamilton, Ontario 
Mary DAVIS, Edmonton, Alberta 

Berthe FOURNIER, Beauport, Quebec 
Corabel PENFOLD, Toronto, Ontario 
Henri RICHARD, Shediac, New Brunswick 
Melvin ROWE, St. John’s, Newfoundland 
The Honourable Thérese CASGRAIN 
Westmount, Quebec 

(deceased, November 1981) 


June 1980-June 1982 
Charles McDONALD, Windsor, Ontario 


September 1980—April 1984 
Alice LABELLE, St-Boniface, Manitoba 
Lise LANGLOIS, Beauport, Quebec 


November 1980—November 1982 . 
Bryan VAUGHAN, Toronto, Ontario 


April 1981—April 1983 

Stephen P. CONNOLLY, Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island 

James SANGSTER, Regina, Saskatchewan 


July 1981—April 1983 
Zoe COUSINS, Whitehorse, Yukon 


May 1983—April 1985 
Madeleine BELANGER, Trois-Riviéres, 
Quebec 


June 1983-April 1985 
Anna POWER, Souris, Prince Edward Island 
William STERN, Willowdale, Ontario 


June 1983-April 1986 
Dr. Rory FISHER, Toronto, Ontario 


September 1983—April 1986 

Charles DOUVILLE, Saint-Sauveur-des- 
Monts, Quebec 

(resigned in 1985) 


October 1983—April 1985 
Charlotte MATTHEWS, Sarnia, Ontario 
Alex COOPER, Grand Falls, Newfoundland 


October 1983-April 1986 
Yvette BRUNET, Montreal, Quebec 


April 1984—April 1986 

Bea DANIELS, Yellowknife, Northwest 
Territories 

Florent LALONDE, Welland, Ontario 
Thelma SCAMBLER, Edmonton, Alberta 
Alexandre SAVOIE, Edmunston, New 
Brunswick 

(deceased, July 1985) 


February 1985-February 1988 
Earl FULLERTON, Pugwash, Nova Scotia 
Patricia MOIR, Penticton, British Columbia 


March 1985—March 1988 
Roland GAGNE, Montreal, Quebec 
Madge McKILLOP, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
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May 1985—May 1987 
William RICH, Willowdale, Ontario 
Bill SMOLER, Whitehorse, Yukon 


August 1985—August 1988 
Hector McKINNON, Thunder Bay, Ontario 
Joe MURPHY, Parkdale, Prince Edward Island 


Secretariat 


André LEBLANC, Director 

Francine BEAUREGARD, Principal Project 
Officer 

Johanne LUSSIER, Information Officer 
Shirley CHEWICK, Research Consultant 
Thérése FOKES, Secretary 
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